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have been preserved. The gradual change of style is itself worthy of 
study. Editorial notes are frequent enough to prevent confusion con- 
cerning the rather complicated relationships and the very numerous 
characters mentioned, and the index is full and well organized. 

The land of tomorrow. By William B. Stephenson, Jr. (New York: 
George H. Doran company, 1919. 240 p. $2.00) 

The author of this work spent five years on the island of St. Michael, 
some sixty miles north of the mouth of the Yukon, first in private bus- 
iness and later as United States commissioner. Despite the bleak and 
lonely environment of this spot and the hardships of his numerous trips 
to other parts of the territory, he is a most enthusiastic promoter of 
Alaska as "the land of tomorrow." His account of the little-known 
island of St. Michael is a valuable addition to the knowledge of this 
northern region, and his stories include some that are really new. 

The book is written in interesting style, although to one not familiar 
with Alaska it will seem to deal too frequently in superlatives. On the 
other hand, to anyone who has tramped over the tundra, forced his way 
through the forests, or climbed the mountains and enjoyed the marvelous 
views of lakes, rivers, and glaciers, or even to the timid tourist who in 
elegant safety has feasted on the ever-changing beauties of the "inside 
passage," this account will appeal as a new tribute to the wonders and 
the opportunities of our least-known territory. 

Such a book cannot give a real picture of Alaska, for it is too brief to 
portray adequately so vast a territory, and perhaps the author would 
have more nearly done himself justice if he had covered somewhat less 
ground and had done it more thoroughly. But as a rapid sketch the 
record is calculated to give the reader a glimpse of wonderful country 
that may tempt him to do as he ought — to go to see for himself. It is a 
great pity that the work is marred by such buncombe as sometimes creeps 
into the text in the form of statements concerning foreign relations. 



